By BILL CONVER
; Staff Writer
This ‘s the story of a news-
paper investigation which failed.
Not often do newspapers print
their own failures, but this par-
ticular failure may also~be the
failure of a lot of
-other people. First
Simply and £
briefly the project| ©T @
‘was an attempt Series

19 find out, “What -
Negroes Can Db to Help Them-

selves in Peoria.” &
It was not to be an over-am-
Jbitious survey. About 70 names
were selected to receive letters
g{gking help on the study. The

ory Of

thought was that if emough an-
swered there would be a good
enough selection of ideas to set

up some guideposts for the

future.

There weré just four replies.

One was from a college pro-
fessor. Another was from a po-
lice officer. A third was from a

" minister, and the fourth was
from a teacher at a state in-

stitution.

Considering the fact that the‘

letters asking help were sent to
members of the Negro segment
of Peoria’s population, the lack
of response was a downright dis-
appointment.

WHY DID a minority group,
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eg o

which for almost a hundred years
has been denied rights granted
it by the United States Constitu
tion and affirmed by the Emanc-
pation Proclamation, and again
by Sypreme Court decisions, de
cline to raise its voice when given
an opportunity to do so”

Why?

The only other situation wlich
paralleled thi$ in this reporier's
experience was whgﬁ 4n’ entire
town seemed to clam up on the
murder of a young wife a few
years ago.

Why? . . . Wé finaily put the °
question to a young stdent-li-
brarjan, who had receiv ed one of

the letters.

/hy Di

“Wby?" she 11id rather hesi-
tatmgly “Well, Iwo or three of
the ,people Wlfi\ whom I hhve
talked don’t lhiik it would do
any gooh, so0 {hv are not going
to answer your |ettér.”

Gould-this be the reason? Is
there such® a fioling of bitter
hopelessness  ar. ngﬂ’eona Ne-
groes that lh Ly refise to try
wheri_hande d an opportunity to
express lﬁemselﬂS"

One Gf the fou replies would
seém fo, give cibdence to this
preimgg It askl at one point,

ow ctan ‘& pe'lon continue to

’flght batk wher he is cornered

in every directiin?”’
This, from a pérson with. a

idr't

dur

master’s ‘degree in clinical psy-
chology, is quite a shocker. ‘The
remainder of his letter is a plea
that white people give up their
stereotypes of the Negro, a cry
for equal job opportunity, and
a petition that colored people be
treated as human beings and
part of a growing community.
FIRST OF ALL, it’s an eye-
opener, when a citizen of this
city feels he has to, “fight
back.” ;
A veteran police officer ‘told
me kindly, “Don’t be impatient
with him. Tve been around
some time. After all you must
remember that our people have
come up from slavery. They

~
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have also found out that someé-
times to open their mouths or
write a letter only causes them
more . trouble.”

“And it 'was this man’who had
to point out to the reporter that
perhaps the failure of such a
survey might indeed be a story
in itself.

Another, who must be eonsid-
ered a Negro leader in this
city, said, “Maybe you went at
this thing the wrong way. Re-
member, we don’t ask any kind

of special treatment. We would’

just like to have an even break,
an .even opportunity for our
youngsters I they don’t make
it after that, it is our fault

or their fault.

“But we think they do deserve
a fair crack at education, reli-
gion, employment, housing, rec-
reation . . . in short, 2 chance
to become members of the tom-
munity . . . not just of the Negro
community.”

The police officer said that he
did think things have been bet-
ter for his people, even in the
last 10 years.

It reminded me of an acquaint-
ance of mine who has a favorite

-gimmick when confronted by a

person who says, “I don’t like
Negroes . . . or Jews . . . or
Catholics.”

He says simply, “Name six!”

Usually the bigot can’t do it.
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