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' Richard Pryor ,

‘l/A[AA

Returns To
Peoria Stage

By C. VERNE BLOCH
Statt Writer

“I'm so happy, so excited
Nobody ever asked me to come
here_before.” |

Thus did Richard Pryor,|
flashing an infectious smile,
break into a hilarious 20-minute |
routine yesterday afternoon at
Carver Center. |

It was the first performance
here of the 28-year-old Negro|
comedian from Peoria since he|
gained international fame.

IT WAS ALSO the first benefit|
show sponsored by the local|
Afro-American Black Peoples|
Federation, with all proceed:‘
going to support their programs‘
in the black community.

There were about 175 persons|

in the audience, the federation
realizing several hundred|
dollars, since Pryor did the
show for nothing—even
paying all his expenses.

He had a whirlwind visit,
visiting his numerous Peoria
relatives and friends before the
show and then having just time|
enough to catch a plane to
Chicago, where last night he did |
a concert at the Hilton Hotel|
then flying back to Californialy,
where he lives.

ONLY EIGHT YEARS ago|
Pryor had his. first proleﬁsmnal
engagement at the now extinct
Harold’s Club jn the 100 block!
of N. Washington St.

“I got $50 a week, and I'm|
the only entertainer Harold (me
late Harold Parker, owner of
the club) paid in those days,”
Pryor reminisced.

¢ How much does he make

these days?

“l can make whatever
want — $300,000, $400000 a
year,” answered Pryor,
admitted his take now

several years he has been 2|
‘ regular on national TV shows
aad in nightclubs.

He has made two movies and |
currently is shooting two more

in an $80,000 home in. the ex:
clusive Beverly Hills area.
Having probably the most

of any single entertainer in
many a year, Pryor yesterday
displayed amazing energy
despite ‘the fact he had lef
California at 1 a.m.

|young comic was (aken
| Methodist Hospital for a v).\i
| with his mother, Mrs
|Emanuel,* who is seriously iil.
| His father and stepmother both
| died here within the past year.
HE - POPPED into his
| mother's room, gave her a hand
imirror for a present, then a

Peoria,

|and perhaps

1| at Paramount
who |

runs |
| well over $100,000. For the past |

in California—where he resides

meteoric rise in show bu\mcx:‘

Gertrude |

by his first. wife. She
has remarried. And he said that

his present w.e is expecting
their first child in June
FROM th< hospital, Pryor

was whisked te Pop's Poolroom,
operated by his grandfather,
Thomas Bryant, at 618 W. 6th
Ave. v

There, the comedian played
a little pool with his *‘gramp:
soon to be 80,” and also visited
with his grandmother, )
|and his Uncle Richard or,
who had been at the hospital
when Pryor visited with his
{mother. .

Next, he was taken.to see
his great uncle, Herman Carter,
other relatives
before going to Carver Center
where he got his start more
[than 10 years ago with the
encouragement of Miss Juliette
S| Whittaker, former drama
! dn—ector there.

IT WAS SHE who urged
‘Pryor as a teen-ager to move
onto every and any stage he
could find and pursue his
{comedy, singing, dancing, and
|impressionist talents
was Miss Whittaker
|got a ki nd hug from P
{when they met at Carver Center
| yesterday

She and numerous members
lof his family had front-row

And it

|scats of honor =2t the per-

formance.

| An aunt, Maxine Johnson,
Sharon  Pryor, - and

in, Denise Pryor, e
'amonl, the young comic's ather
uenna relatives.

Pryor in an in-
[terview is currently
imaking two new movies, one

Studios  called
|“The Young l.awyers.” He says
he has a good part in it and
that among other actors are
Judy Pace and Dick Bass.
halfback with the Los Angeles
Rams. Shooting on the film
‘prn in progress about a week.
And he's also working on his
fown film at the Galey Studios
Westwood. “We've

I head the company making it,
|Black Sun Productions,” said

| Pryor.
The name 0( this one is ““The
|Tr r descrit
Tom's

he hopes

it
e. He plays
|two parts. He says “an angel

Arriving shortly before noon|is helping finance it.’
at Greater Peoria Airport, wo

AT HIS GRANDFATHER’S POOL
HALL, Pryor, his Uncle Richard

Pry‘nr,

Pryor sald his own fnitial
production depicts “hlack |
humor; they kidnap a rich §

| white man and have a trial
for h holding court. We<
use a lot of surrealism in the
plot.”

| He revealed that he is can-
{celling a lot of night club work

tblg hug and kiss. She had known |these¢ days and “lrying 10 go
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sit
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{more and more into the movie
|business, both with his own
y and at other studios.

writes” all of his own
for TV and  other
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Art Teacher
Wite Dies
After Crash

M
Mrs

lwife of
|art. teacher
yesterday i
Hospital of injifrics Sistan
& twg-car collisioh al 6:45
Friday two miles south
on RL. 26,

She was a passenger in |
driven’ by her hushand, |
G Winters, 25, of 249 Oak
{Ct. He was listed in fair|
dition * last  night in |
‘-h\murial Hospital in Prin¢

The  Winters 5-mont
‘daugmp‘, Natalie J., was
in good condition in the
hospital

According 1o state palice
Winters' northbound
{collided ‘nearly head-on o
S-curve with ‘2 southbounc
driven by Jorn-D: Hasenn
of - Rackford, Hasent
Jwas treated at-Perry Men
‘](n ital and released.

Mrs. Winters was first
{to the Princeton hospital
\later transferred to St. Fri
| An inquest will be sche
|by: Peoria - County Co
| Horace Payton
| Mrs. Winters was born
1,19 in Towa, the .dau
of "Deil and Ruth Sk
[Westeatt

Funerai  services 1
conducted. at Walker Fu
[Home in Freeport
arrangements are being hi
by Wilion Mortuary.
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Rushed though he
becau: of his limi
sched in - Peoria, 3
evoked - constant belly laughs
from the audience ds he!
recalled childhood “experiences|
in' State Park, ‘Irving school,|

John

Carver Center #nd his old|
neighborhood, and  mentioned|
some of -is old onies by |
name. i
He was dapper in tan shoes
tan leather jacket and tur

tleneck  sw

I combination,

and light gray trousers
HE THANKED the Afro-
American Black Peoples

Fedo al'on for bringing him to
Peoria, eXpressing pride that he
is an \Au-\“‘cnta dedicated,
as is the federation, to doing
all possible for the black
communi The federation is
planning several other benefits
in the future. |

Sharing entertainment honors
with Pryor were The Struts. the
Ace of Spades, Peggy and the

Soul  Setters, The Passions,
Michelle Minor and Brenda
Williams — .local instrumental

and singing. groups.
Pryor ‘made

television debut in
of 1964 in the

h

lis  national
the summer
show - “On|

Broadway = Tonigh after h
two-year stint in the Army.!
Spotted by Rudy Vallee in

Greenwich Village, he landed
that TV engagement and proved
such a hit he got a return offer. |

PRIOR to that he appeared|
at the Cafe WHa? In New York,! l
whete he’spent a year. He then
moved: uptown where he ap-|
peared ‘at The Living Poom‘
thence to the Uptown Theater |
in Philadelphia, the Bitter End, |
th§ Cafe Au Go Go and the;

Cl@nmagne Gallery in New
Yok~ -~
By 106 he had appeared on |

the Ed” Sullivan and .Inhnny
Carson shows and had made his'
first movie. |

Rncently he returned from a|
tour of Europe and the Middle
East. He is under manaﬂemnmw
of Creative n'aragemom |
Associates of Beverly Hills. |

Pryor comes by his talents |
naturally. His father was 2
former vaudeville comedian ard
singer.



