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Open House Held This Week For
Peoria’s Renovated USQO Club

This week the newly renovated Peorin USO club is expected to receive
ite 175,000th Servicoman vigitor, The addition of the largest dance floar
boasted by any USO in the middlewest, plus the re-modernizing of the elub fa-
eifities adds 2 mileatone 1o the | -
maoraje building swath cot imo
thee huteey of this war loy the
Unitedl Service hrpanizstiona

Lheepite the torn up condition of
the Peatin clud, during the ree
medeling, s the innumerable
Inpomvenionces caused thereby, it
rentinued ta cater to the needs of
the Servicenen throughout with.
nut falteting

Locel Funde

Broughy in a3 MeGrath's nsh!-I!Iu- commilien to produce (rans-
ant waz Ttesemary Heflerman, of | portation, food er to moeet specinl
[Giraen Bay, Wis. Mine Hefferman | cinergencies,
was n  leacher Jn Wi v
sekools before loining the USO.|  aAmasg volunteer groupa giving
One of the ta3ke she now pers |y ryjee to the Paoria club are the
forms i3 tha management of the f votunteer Hosts ond  Hustesses,
jurior hostesies, of which the 1'e- 1) . ded hy Mez B D, Hacl; the
orta club hae weoll over & thous: | A mepican War Dads: the Army
nd | Hothera Clut; The Navy Mothers
| Club, and others toe numercus to |

Groups,

Hurdles Obstacion

- V80 councils are formed in all| mention
v " oo 2 5
o ?‘,:h:!l‘gﬂ_r::,.,:i:: ab lf::"‘:::_? citiea ond towne thet howse Joenl Director Mpelenth believes n
N ek H ¥ o elubgs thelr function ks to ald 249 sinying in the background and

lits, the club i
wed by funds feem
arganization. At fte siary the
was slrictly a Tocal wair
using po nalipnal funds, and was
thereby » trihule to the patriotie
apirit of the Pearinna,

Under the present system shout
tweathirds of the club’s funids are
pravided by the nalinnal TS0 and
one-third drawn from the loeal
Citizena' Committee.

1n May of 1942 the first Peoria
club had s siare In the Aliance
Life bullding, en the corner of
Miun ard Defterson streete.  Di.
rector at that time was Frank

mwning of
ally sestna

Wis wpen the locnl people when.
ever ho ks able: thia polivy helps
evinent friendshigs belween she
Sorvicemen and Peorians, |
Weelk-End, Problem,

“My biggest problem, and the
one 1 devole the mast Ume 1o, Is
¥erping  Servicemen entertained
aver weelkeende My Satuirdays

well o8 overses nctivities sponsor-
et by the ¢lub, In DPeorin the
council 13 headed by Edgar BII,
president of the Peorin Broad-
ensting Company.

“Whenever 1 run Into obatacies
I can’t hucdle or move myeell”
suvs MeGrath, "3l iz the fellow '
I #ee, and he always comes
through™ and Sundnys sre spent Arranging

Anather aid to the club ls the|plenies, dances, and parties, as
oprraling commiltee headed by | well ar Anding sleeping secomma-
Mishze! Crowley, wha in known | dations”, he xald,
to the USO people 22 8 haed. “Not until T ean got them start.
worker in thelr interest This|ed back to camp, fust a Tittle bit
committee meets once 8 month tu| happior than they came in, Jdo I
take up routine problems, bul|ennsider my work of aiding Sers

John McCrath was on his way
1o the west coast when ordery
from tho national US0 hendguar-
icrs changed his \rip ticket to

:}_‘ ,,{‘1',: j;;&ﬂ;:,_:“ nclie mlmln enll o meeling any lime the| vicemen fAnighed for one weel | pond “Peorin, "
Many G occanion demands. They use the) And then Monday, an another|  y. paa jist fAinlehed a year as
The Pearin ,’l“h i atensored by influence in lozal circlen of the] build-up for the hcuming "':k‘ldile:lor of the USO club in Highe
the Natlenn) Cothalle C--mm!rn.'.vi preminent rlrmt-_rn that make up end, fa just & few hours away,
Serviee Most Servieemen Know > v
i AP the areanbeatione that |

o the TIRO: they think nl'{ X
tane 2rovn when actually
woenmpatsd of eevpral urr-\rr\n-l
ting to do the ol pn A prand |

b
i proup '\
A the Halva- |
CA, the Jew.
. ad the Ma-|
1lonal Travelers' Ald Aezocintinn, A
Operating Coxte.

Tiemervstinn of the present elub
at 317 Fulian atreet was made al
& rost ol $20.000, ol thix 310.000
came from the natienal fund and
8 |ive amount fram the loeal clti- |
ton-

Fuenithings for the prasent
club ran about 35,000 Nol counts
Ing the aularigs of the dircctors,
marihly aperoting expersst come
te ¥ 000

MeGrath Takes Ower,

While plany were being made
for the Fulion street site, the arig.
el cluh maved from the Alllance
to. quarters  direcily
m the Pere Morguelle
en Main street. That waa |n
Noavember of last year, and || was
at that timo that the present dis
decter of the club, Jahn McGralh,
took aver from Frank Walth
MeCorath, a former Milwaukoes,
man. has n lackground of
chinz In Waszhington, . C.
Booen, Marz, schooks.  1Mis
Y fo understond the prob-

c

e O (- R Y A e,
g Y ‘(_.;”"'1’ W "W
HEURER 0 A DRIRR o? T RN 28 T Y o
, OH. WOULD THAT WE MAD XP8 LIKE THESE  Three lovlies of the Pearin USO say
"t.-n::- and get it, aoldier” during open licuse woek st the club, No urging needed. wo say
They're serving punch, bul they're encugh to maekes any guy punchy withoul a faste of 1he

siufl,  Fer your information loft
| Nitchey, Caroline Brown snd Dorethy Willk

ere ioterest in them quirkiy
him good repute In USO
.

,_\.," e = 7‘.. o ."»\‘i—;‘;ﬁ‘—
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wood, TIL, second home of the FL

Sheridon  coldicrs when  they'ra
oul on short passes. Refore that,
he handled o club down in Petans
cela, Fla, near o Naval alr slge
thon.

MeCrath 1ok ever the Pe
club In November lagt year, when
{acilities for the number of Ser-
vicemen altesuding the elnh lag-
red nlmeat hopcloasly beliind the
standard that ) dhieetor ke
McGrath maintaineed

Jlis secret of success 5 no weoe
et to the people thay know ham,
s simply wark, pnd more w
seven days a week and =i
hours & day

Pearia’s club Is losing the sore
vices of MeGeath before the end
of this manth, ho's headed for vna
of the biggest USO emign
avoilable, in Honolubu, K
An ldea of Lhe sige Job (Mot &
him can be had by noting that
the new elub pervices rome 10000
toldiers,  sallors, and marines
dally

Thirty-che<year-old MeGrath is
originatly n  Milwankes, Wi,
man, but he's done a lat af teavels
ing since he Inat left that city

He 1ecnived his M. A. fiom the
Catliolic University in Warhing.
ton D. C., and remained 1o trach
there, Loater he taught at Mar.
vard's famous Beston Center foe
Adult Education, an etperimental
techool teaching the enjeyment of
learning  rather than  strensing
learning in jrselt

He Jeft his teaching job when
luined down by the Ariny and
went inle USOD work to do what
he could fur the war cflort.  His
tecord with the USO slnee is 1
kind that t» resporulble for ihe
high regard that men of the nrme

lo right (tel cphone numbers o civillap secret) are Mary Jean | 9 [orcea have for that arganizss

tion

FEORIA'S REMODELED USO HAS CVERYTHING say firmt G vialtors to
1o the elub.  Diving Into the cookie Jar 81 the snack bar i3 Pri, Joe Fluts, Co.
C, 135th Bn,, J0th , while Pvt Fred Koerner, Co, C. 12%th Bn, T9th MTR,
Jooks on nanchalantly Dehind the counter are volunteer workers Fthel Phil
Lpa, Mary Ryne snd W. Decker. morad support lo bowlers using the

direcior,

L‘tz‘in

meodel bowling alley are Mary Jean Ritcher and Hesem Heffe st

uUso Guathered In the main I'In:r lounge o!.'lr;{- :m:i::}' :m :rr:-!

cokes are Ruth McWhirter, Cpl. Thomas Hendersen,
noe Wille, T/8 Mausice Lackoy, 1674 Has. G, and Mary Jean Rilchey,

ET2nd QM Ralv. Call



