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Staff Wriler

Mrs, Maggie Carter and other
ladies in Peoria’s Negro com-
munity charge the Negro people
of this city with the necessity of
picking up the responsibility for
not only improving their own lot.
but that of Peoria as a whole.

Carl T. Rowan. award-winning
correspondent and author. claim-
ed in a recent story in the Sat-
urday Evening
Post that Negro
leaders are reluc-
tant to pick up
this responsibility
because they
claim society is Lo
blanie for the Ne- —— ——
grgs plight.

. _iiowan also intimates that Ne-
gides feel that those who talk
most about crime and immoral-
ity in the Negro community are
less concerned about improving
the situation than they are in
proving that the Negro is unfit
for first.class citizenship.

- This must be the answer {hen
to” the question of why so few
replied when the Journal Star
asked for help in finding out
what Negroes cowd do to help
themselves herc.

It is obvious. however. that the
blgme must be shared. |

“For instance, there is the
charge that Negroes do not gct,
all the education they can, andi‘
yet there is not 'a Negro teacher
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in our high schools with vhom
a Negro student can idetify
himself. Q

Employers are charged with
discrimination against Negr) ap-
plicants, and their answa 1s
that Negro applicants cannofgual-
ify for some of their jobs berause
of lack of education.

The Peoria Human Relitions
Commission was told early this
vear by Aimee Isgrig. exeqtive
director of the Illinois Human Re-
lations Commission, that it must
not discriminate against youth
and should organize some knd of
a leenage commission to work

with it but the Peoria Conmis
Q—.

1t Racial

ston has not yet made much of
a move loward establishing siuch
a youth branch

Rowan and others say that Ne
gro responsibility will rise m dt
rect ratio {o the rise of Negro op-
portunitics and freedoms.

In'iHeoria, Negroes have the
opportunity of getling an educa-
tion, but them record for doing
that is nof good. if a look at the
senior classes of our three public
high schools for the last 10 yvears
is a good criterion.

Mamal. Cemtral and Woodrnff
have scen less than 300 Negro
bovs and girls in {heir senior
classes in the past 10 years. The
method of finding this out was
not an exact one. Cards of high

school students arc not matked
to indicate race. so a glance at
the vearbooks startinyg with 1431
was indicated.

The search turn¥d up approxi-

malely 272 Negro seniors m the

10 vears. The score sheet showed

Inequity C

lommunity is not furnishing is
0 per cent of the graduating
tlasses af our three public high
ichonls.

As of Oct. 7 there were 804
tudents in the senior cinsses of
ur three public high schools. If

98 for Manual. 133 for Central Jhere are the same numbex:_o«'
and 41 for Woodruff. A few more [Negro seniors as last June—35—
could be added at the Academy [V figures out to slightly over 4

of Our Lady and Spalding

These figures do not perhaps
mean much. Without much more
rescarch, the rate of dropout
cannol be determined for Ne-
groes.

One thing is certain, however.
Considering otir Negro population
to be about 10 per cent of the
city’s tolal. the Negro part of the

rer cent of the combined senior
Hasses. '

! Looking over the whole pic-

{ture of high scheol enrollment

we find 1.209 freshmen. 1,043
sophomores and 836 juniors. It is
easy to sce that hetween fresh-
man and sophomere and be-
tween  sophomore and  jintior
lyoars. the dropout is about 200 a

Ne

year. How many are Negroes,
we do not know. but someswhere
along' the line they get discour-
aged.

The general question from
Negro students is. “What good
does it do us to finish high school
if wg can't get a job and make a
good living anyway?”

The reverse question, of course,
15. “What good does it do you to
quit? . . . and . . . How do you
know it will not do you any
good to finish high school unless
you accomplish it?”

In the area of crime it is per-
fectly apparent that crimes are
committed by individuals . . . not

by groups. And if police statistics#eran of the Peoria police force.

are based solely onf arrests. it

roes

mustbe also apparent that what
happas to a drunken crap shoot-
er on Monson street is quite dif-

feren! from what happens {o a
drunken c¢rap shooter on’ Grand
View drive or the Country Club

of Poria.

Negro leaders admit that a
cerain portion of their race has
fallm into the habit of using the
coloc of their skin as an alibi
for failure at one thing or an-
otha. But thi§ is not surprising
“eonddering the record of abuse,
bruality hung up against the
ract in this country.

Ddective Nolan Macklin, a vet-

and Henry Harper. director of

Jvercome?

Carver Communily Center. per-
haps have the answer.

They agree that it is fitting an¢
proper for Negroes to campaign
as a group for rights and free-
doms in the areas of education,
job opportunities, religion, rec-
reation and housirg.

“But in the final analysis,”
they say, “Negroes must gain un-
derstanding, respect and ad- .
vancement as individuals . . .
not as members of a minority
group.”

Perhaps that is why this par-
ticular Journal Star investigation
failed. We all are members of
one group or another, but we
live. think and react as individ-
uals.



