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the integration issue?

Peoria_has been marching
in the streets, in the courts,
in jail a time or two, sittin
hard_and_stern-faced behin
the School Board table, hold-
ing sit-ins, fnrmmg cmmnu
tees, calming hot tem
and quleung explosive ereel
confrontations.

Though the separate but
equal”” doctrine was_ struck
down by the Supreme Court
in 1954 and the decision to
integrate ~schools “with all
deliberate speed” was handed
down n 105, the civil ighis
wnovement did ot really
it o, roll unt the tarly
10605 in Peoria.

CIVIL RIGHTS leader John

, now local president
of the' NAACP, was at the
fore of all civil rights action
in Peoria from the start, an

he hasn’t let up in 14 years.

The mood of the nation and |

the frustrations of the black
vay of life and uhat fo do
about it first began to mani-
fest itself in Peoria in 1963.

In a column in the Peoria

Catholic  diocese “of Peoria,
Jsgr. R, G. peters yrote in
July, 1 2

"an we really blame the

bigh school when he knows
the diploma Is_golng to make
no_difference in’ his getting a
Job? an we honestly fail o
sec the plight of the Negro In
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civil rights movement in Peo-
via. A few pickets and boy-
cotts were reporied s early
as 1939, but thedocal NAACP
really began 2 concentrated

—By Mimi McLintock

ot to open Peoria up to
blacks in 1963

That vear blacks picketed
the Ceniral Illinois Light Co,
for more than a month be-
fore an agreement was
signed thatthe utility compa
ny would make job opportu-
nities available (9 blacks and
to spearhead a drive among
other _emploers i the cit
to_ provide equal employment
opportunities. The agreement
came only after a few ar.
rests for disorderly conduct,
speeches,  ralis, 2 shop-in
and m:

Alw xn the summier of *63,
a boyeott on the city bus
company  brought about the
hiring of the city’s first two
black bus - drivers. Sit-ins

DEMONSTRATIONS like this on Nov.
7, 1967, brought about integration of
Peoria public schools. Here black and
white protesters move north on Adams
at Fayette street on their way to the
Peoria Schools Administration Build-
ing to demand integration,

were held at the Peoria Wa-
ter Works to profest that
none of the firm's employes
were black. After 21 days of
protest ~ the Water Works
fired two backs and the
vicketng sopped.

‘momentum _bullt, the
NARCP (oftentimes in _the
person of teen-agers of the
group's youlh branch) pickel
ed the Peoria Board of Real
fors and several area real-
tors for housing discrimina
tion, Brown's, (then Brown’s
Home and Aito), and an im-
promptu demonstration in
front of a_barbershop in 1964
resulted in arrests, court
cases and marches.

In more recent history, the
NAACP clashed with police
in August 1971, during picket-
ing ouiside (e ald Montgom.-

Ward store in downtown
eoria over. the. company's
airing practices.

Thogh the ‘Supreme Court
handed_down ils initial school
desegregation _decisions in
1935, Peoria schools did not
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