Center Fund
Drive Opens
s
Community “Building
Is Objective

Looking beyond tho campaign
for funds to purchase and equip a
Negro _community center for
Peoria, Ernest T. Attwell of New
York iast night toid a dinner meet-
ing of campaign workers that the
center must have trained leader-
ship, a definite program, adequate
facllities and the moral support of
the communlty If it is to achleve
its purpose.

The purpose of the center as de-
fined by Dr. Clarcnce W. Schroe-
der, dean of men at Bradley col-
lege, Is to provide “equal opportun-
ity for a minority group,” and thus
to lay a dation for real d
racy.

“It Is e job at which we dare
not fall,” added Dr. Schroeder.

Mr. Attwell, who Is field repre-
gentative for the Negro division of
the Natlonal Recreation aasocla-
tion, suggested that what we term
juvenile delinquency Is frequently

it; dell y, driving
home the point that the commu-
nity Is remiss In Its duty If ade-
quete recreational centers are not
provided for youth.

Stanley Mitchell, city detective
assigned to juvenile work, added
force to this premise by clting a
case Involving three teen-age
youths whom the police are con-
tinually having to take out of tav-
erns and who Insist there is no
place eise where they can spend
thelr time.

Mrs. Donna Wililams, Peoria po-
ficewoman, presided at last night's
“kickoff" dinner, held in the Y. W.
C. A. dining room. Also on the
program were J. M. Pletz, chair-
man of the advance gifts commit-
tee which aiready has ralsed $5,000
for a binding payment on the
buliding at Third ave. and Spencer
st.; James A. Madison, assistant to
Mr. Attwell; Sanford McFolling,
chairmean of the general drive, and
Harry W. Sephus, who introduced
Mr. Attwell,

Two sololstg. were heard. Allce
Jones sang, “Ah, Sweet Mystery
of Life,” and Andrew Warner, “The
tord Is My Shepherd.” Benedic-
tion was the Rev. Ernest Scott,
pastor of Bethel Methodist church.

The immediate goal, according
to Mr. MacFolling Is $15,000, end
the drive is to end December 9,
with report meeting on December
3 and 6.




