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John Clark Discovers
Negroes Now Talking;
Ike Gets Suggestions’

By JOHN L. CLARK
(Courier Political Analyst)

MILWAUKEE, Wis.—(Aboard the Eisenhower Train)—The Eisenhower “road show”
conhm at}:ract unexplainable crowds and has started Negroes to talking, -
's “give 'em hell” féature and Stevenson’s literary mast ¥ :

in on the Eisenhower “gate response.” ry masterpieces haven tout
”In touring Michigan, Illinois and Wisco nsin last week, exposing the “fifty cent dol
lar,” Korean war and the bungle that got us. into it, unity in America and virtually crying
for ce, the general's Presidential caravan attracted friends and critics among 2 ‘Xegroes

t they mean in votes on?

Nov. 4, it is lmpossiblg to say.

- AT LEAST, he has aroused

to discussion.

Some critics are restless over
failurv to clarify and expand
his stand on civil rights, par-
ticularly FEPC.

One group contends that the
whole campaign is being run the
wrong way, and that more
preachers should be enlisted and
have the ear of Eisenhower.

IT IS becoming a common
sight for “promoters” mostly
those defeated in all-of their life-
long operations, to board the
Eisenhower Special’ with the “one
plan that will bring Negroes
tumbling into the Republican
fold.”

Probably the most interesting
group was encountered by the
writer at Peoria on Thursday
night. -

These tndiences and critica
were found in two establish-
ments owned and operated by
Negroes.

The first was George W. Green
(Blue Shadow) and the second
was Cabristo Collins (Bris Col-
lins), both located on North.
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AMONG THOSE who talked
and listened, were Charles
man, leader in the Second
cinct, Third Ward; S. R. Thomas,
Solomon Hobbs, Richard Pryor,
Raymond Jones; Thomas Taylor
and 'Robert Ryan, manager of
“Bris” Collins’ tavern.

Peoria, itself is a Republican
city, and the county by the
same name, is predominantly
Repablican.

But, even old rock-ribbed Re-
publicans had more fault to find
with Eisenhoaer than was the
case of Democrats and Stevenson.

* - L]

OBJECTIONS RAN from re-
ports and experiences from and
by ex-GI's who served in
World War 1I, to the Truman|

ed to domestic problems.
Repeated questions were raised
on Eisenhower’s position on
FEPC! Most distasteful were
Eisenhower’s acceptance of Wis-
consin's Senator Joseph McCar-
thy; visiting Southern states,
praising - the Confederate Gen-
erals of the Civii War and ex-
pressing so much. pleasure and
honor in being the guest of Dixie.

Gov. James F. Bymes.
- . -

THE GI “Beef’ was a claim
that it was General George S.
Patton, not Eisenhower, who
initiated the move to integrate
troops in the “Battle of the
Bulge,” and occasions where con-
struction workers were engaged

that part of America's citizenry|:,

preaching that the General's!
military mind cannot get adjust-|

crats, especially South Carolina’s|

JEisenhower “hroke” the Ninety-|.
minth Pursuit Squadron, sent the
entire outfit back to the United
tates and made mess hands out
of the whole squadron of com-
rmissioned officers, including Col-|*
onel Benjamin O. Davis. ‘
» L d * :
AT SEVERAL poings the writer
attempted to make corrections,
lbut remained quiet ¥'hen charged
with “trying to sell that soldier.”
Our sole purpose was to find out
‘how “our people” are thinking.
The Peoria “foram” was in-
teresting because . those who
took part did talk.

A month ago, # was almost
impossible to find many Negroes
anywhere who would talk about
'General Eisenhower or Governor
Stevenson. Strangely, no men-
tion was made by the “aginners”|.
.about the Nixon campaign fund.|’
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THEY HAD high praise. for|,
Stevenson, Democratic Presiden-},
tial nominee, but “clammed up”}.
on Alabama’s Senator John J. \
Sparkman, the Governor's run .
ning mate. i

Mr. Green, owner of the “Blue :
Shadow” has been a lifelong Re-|.
publican, active in the Elks, and}
Is serving his fourth six-month|
term as Exalted Ruler of Peter|.
H. Clarke Lodge 403. )

He was a delegate to the At-
lantic City convention this year
and objected to the privileges
extended to Congressman Wil
llam Dawson, who told his
brothers that everything we have
came under Democrats.
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GREEN CONTENDS that Daw-
son should not have been per-
mitted to make a Democratic
speech unless an able Republican
leader was given the same privi-
lege.

“Bris"” Collins is also a Repub-
lican, but supported the present
Democratic Mayor of Peoria.

In his tavern, he refuses to
handle products of Peoria's
Hiram Walker or National Dis-

tillers because the firm and the

agent will not employ Negroes
above menial cisssifications:

He did not declare himself on
the November elections, but re-
minded the writer that he is still
a registered Republican.

«= BIGGEST and the BEST —

in building barracks for white
troops, while they (Negro con]

struction GI's)™ slept in “pup:
tents” on the ground.
Statements made by Eisen-

Committee on integrating the

armed frces were still distorted

and the narrators were not in.

clined to be corrected.
L J *

THE TAFT-HARTLEY law

came in for a few remarks, but
even the labor man was not fa-

it should be repealed.
Eisenhower could not get one

man’s vote because he remem-

bered the “hungry days” under

them.

Probably the wildest objectioni:
came from one who sald that

Reproduced with permission of the ¢

hower before a Congressional‘

miliar with the law, except that|,
he jolned with Truman, who said]

Hoover end wanted no more of |,

(
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