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Heroic Rescue

i perator of the Heights Motel at
4016 New York Ave., is pictured as he carried 6-week-old Bobbin
Marie Ward from the family's burning home. The man attempt-
ed to get to the second story of the home three times to save the
other three Ward children, but was forced back by smoke and

Carbrisio '

flanies.—Staff photo by Jack L. Bradley. 1
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Richwoods and state fire of-!"Bris” Collins, operator aof the
ficials said Friday night they ex-|Heights Motel nearby, and Luther
pect to hegin investigation this|Purycar of 4012 New York Ave.
morning into the tragic fire which|Collins rushed into the house and
at 11 a. m. Friday took the lives{carried out the infant Bobbin
of three Richwoods Townslip chil-{Marie, who was sleeping in a
dren. downstars room.

The blaze, beheved to luve been' Collins, risking his hfe, then
started by children playing with|nade two attempts to get upstairs
matches. damaged the upstairs in the flanung home to save the
part of the story and half home of other three children.

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Ward at
4013 N. Boulevard Ave.
Dead in the fire were the fam-

Each time he was forced back
by the flames.
Observers said that in a third

ily's three daughters: Crystal De- | ayiempt Collins wrajyied his head
nise, 1; Jackie Lonise, 2, and Dou-| 4 shoulders, hut still was unable
na. 3. to get to the upstairs bedroom.

An infant daughter, Bobbm Ma- .
rie, & wecks old, was saved when
she was carried out of the burn-|
ing home by a neighbor.

Richwoods firemen, with assist-
ance from the Peoria Ileights De-
partment, battled the blaze for
X i about an hour before bringing it

Richwoods Fire Department| yyder control. They found the
Inte Feiday officiaily lided the charred boddies of the children in
canse of the firc as -mdeler-| {he upstaizs bedroom afer the
mined. However, a spokesinan| flames were subdued. It conld not
for the department said the firc| he determined whether the girls
was probably starfed by one of pjade any attempt to reach the
the three children playing with! door of their smole-filled room.
matches.

Richwoods firemen were sum- wepe removed to Goin Funeral
moned to the fire scene shortly Home where funeral arrange-
hefore 11 a. m. when Mrs. Pearl| yienis are pending!

Brewer of 4107 Boulevard Ave., ‘
saw smoke pouring ont from an
upper front window. The woman
ran la the front door, alerted Mrs
Ward, who was in the hascment,
and then contacted the fire depart-

Richwoods fire officials said
they could not estimate the dam-
age to the home Friday but said
\thcy will attempt to go through
|the house and talk to Mr. and
ment. Mrs. \Vard. today. The woman

Mrs. Ward reportedly tried to WS suffering from shock and
rush upstaws scconds affer the W48 laken to 5L l*ranqns Hospi-
blaze was noticed, bul was forced tal shortly after the firc. She
back hy smoke and flames. She Was released Friday night. i
then ran outside the building. Firenien said the heaviest fire

SCREAMS BY MRS. WARD and 42mage was lo the upsiairs ofy

Mrs. Brewer atiracted Carbristo the home and that the flames
) did not reach the lower story.

However, water and smoke dam-
age to the lower part of the
house was exiensive, they stated.

The Ward family, in addition to
the three children who perished,
meludes five others, a girl 10,
another girl 9, & hoy 8 a girl 6,
and the infant. The father is an
employe of Caterpillar Tractor
Ca. and holds a parl tme job al
Exposition Gardens. He was al
work when the fire broke out but
was summoned home by a neigh-

The hodies of the three giv)s|.

al Blaze

for the remaining Ward children.
Mrs. Ward wears a size 16 dress
and her hushand a size 32 trous-
ers and medium shirts. Checks to
help the famly should be made
payable to the Exposition Gardens
Help I'und.

A RICHWOODS fireman was in-
jured while taking additional
cqupment to the fatal fire Friday
when  the department station
wagon collided with anothice car|

ville averiue.
Taken to Proctor Hospital was
Howard Markgraf of 2924 N. Vic-

foria Ave.., whose car collided
with one driven by Mrs. John
0. Peters of 4620 N. Missouri

Ave. Mrs. Peters was uninjured
The statton wagon hil an em-
/ bankment after the collision and
X then smashed inin a free in the
‘ vard of Mrs. E. M. Harsch on
= & Oak Park drive
W here Three Died
Three cluidren of Mr and
Mrs. Genrge F. Wird of 4013
Boulevard Ave., penished 1w the
room piciured above when fire
at 11 a.m. Friday raced through
the fanuly’s one and a half  Robert Park, cxecuiive secre-
story frame residence. All fary of the Gardens, said the of-|
threc bodies were found by fice there will remain open from
firemen on the floor of the gut- 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. today to accept]
ted upstairs hedroom.—Staff donations.
photo by Carld D. Schmitt. Clothing, Park said, is needed

Stortly after Ihe blaze, Ex-
position Gardens where Ward is
ciployed launched a drive to
collect clothing, household pos-
sessions  and wmoney for the
tragedy stricken family,

at War Memorial drive and Knox-"




