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Club LaVYon Fire

which was demohsheii by a mys.
terlous cxploslon ani ~fire Dec,
13, 1954. At that jime Fred
Montgoinery, then sheriff, said
he thought the blast was caused
by dynaniite.

Evely piece of fire nquipment
turned out to fight today’s
blaze. Firemen from |East Pe«
oria stood by.

Flre Chief Miller a»d Assist-
ant Chiefs Fd Nash pnd Ira
Capmpbell directed #z opera;
tion.
~,The Club LaVon wys clos?‘

in July of last year. Mayor Eu-
gene Leiter revoked its license
after a case in which testimony
was offered that solicitation for
prostitution was carried on
there.

Caldwell appealed the ruling
to the Illinois Liquor Commis-
sion, which upheld Leiter’s Tul-
ing.

In October of 1955, when the
place was known as the Rhap-
sody Clﬁb, an aﬁpanent attempt
was made o blbw it up. A pas-
ser-by found a stick of dyna-

mite in the club’s door handle.

YEARS AGO the place was a

locally-famous nightspot called
!the ‘Taik of the Town.
i In 1956 police said it was a
|weekly otcurrence ‘for a rock
[to be thrown through the Rhap-
Isody Club’s window.

’ The hotel ltself bad figured
| In vice cases geveral times in
the past few. years.

When the Clu LaVon’s liceuse
revocation was before the state
commission in 1958, a 20-year-
old woman named Rosahe Snow
testified she worked at the clib
as a Wwaitress and salicited for
prost:tutxon She' said she was
instructed 1to ,hve at the Arion
and to take her customers there.

The nightclub occupied the
first floor of -the structure, lo-
upper two floors were occupied
by ‘the’ hotel.
cated below ground level.
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‘ 1
now called-"Parkwew -Arms—at
415 W. Second Ave.  Sunday'
morning. Officials say thel
earlier fire was set.

Because of the casual natur <
of .the Arion hotel’s records*
Mrs. Hawk was unable to say”
how many, people were. in the
place when the fire began.

Authorities think one of the
missing is a 73-year-old ))a.rber
James Stevens, emgloyed by
Model Barber Sho& 515 - S.
Adams St.

Mrs. Betty Woodrum,
night club entertainer, 'tol
lice she left her sonm,
with a woman named
Scott at the hotel about 8 p?
Sunday.

She-said. the boy is oneis

£

i pair of twins. The other son- it

in Normal with Her mother, sht
told officers. s. Woodrum  is
appearing at ‘the Combo Club
110 S..Jefferson Ave., and llvmg
at the Mayer Hot
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Ginger Lane, a resident, sait

.|she was in her room at t{xgﬁﬁmc
1and heard the crashipg of glass

“I didn’t kmow what'it was;’
she related. *I1 wentinto :the
hall and found it was ﬁllmg
with smoke. There was & shee
of fire ot the rear. Then t‘her‘
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