AURRAY M. BAKER BRIDGE

AND

ILLINI EXPRESSWAY

{4 516 Million Project]

Wil connect with the Nation's 41,000-
mile Interstate-Defense Highway System
« o linking 209 Major Cilies.
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Pegria’s new Buker bridge and INimi Fixpressway
are move than a meuns of geiling across the river
and Lthvongh the metropolitan area,

They're part of a 41,000-mile system of freewnys
that eventnally will eviss-cross the nation.

They've part of the biggest ~onstruction job in the
corntry’s history — 60 times bigger, from the stand-
point of carthmoving, than {ue Panama canal.

They're the fivst leg of a jonrney tha! Peorians
in a few years can make to either const williout en-
counlcrxjmmfic signal, intevsection, or left turn,

’ 23‘0 BRING I'' CLOSER TO HOMF, thev're pavt
of new inlerstate Rt. 74 that will stretch from Cinein-
nati to the tri-cily area of Moline, Rock Island, and
Davenport.

Becanse it will closely pavallel Rt. 150 throngh
1llineis, the new interstate route will make a local road
ont of 150,

Fngineers expeci. $o0 hillion 19 be spent on Lederal-
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aid voads by stale and nalional governments through
1969, move than half of it on the interstate sysiem
itself,

The 110 miles of Rt. T4 which will lie within the
Teoria highway district may alone cost $85 million,
inchiding vight-of-way.

EXNGINFERS HAD BEEN DREAMING of such
a fabulons highwav system for vears. The federal
highway act of 1956 made it a reality. Under this act,
the U. 5. government will pay 90 per cent of he cost.

In Peorin itself, the siate hizhway department
says a new bridge and its approaches were under study
as early as 1940, The state began bnying right of-wag
in 1952, and plans were on drawing Loards (he same
year,

Peorians arve seeing the first vesnlts of the vast
national program now, So are olher seclions of tie
country. The entive program is expecied to be finishetd
in 12 to 16 years — no longer in time than the Panan:a
cacal, ttough 60 times bigger,
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ITere's where Rt 71 can carry Peovians when
complete:

THE ROAD WILL GO WEST TO Galesln
then head north Lo the tri-cities. There yon can
ut interstate Ri. 80, which will carev vou all the v
to the west coast by way of Des Moines, Omaha, Ch
enne, Salt Lake Cily, and San Francisco.

Fastward, Rt. 71 will take you to Bloomingl
Champaign-Urbana, Indianapolis, and Cincinnati.

At Indianapolis vou can take Rt, 70 {o Piltshur
Baltimore, ov Washington. -

South from Cincinnati, Rt. 75 will deliver yon
Knoxville, Chatlanooga, -Allania, or Tampa.

The driving, engineers gay, will be pleasant,

ONLY 7,000 MILES of the proposed 41,000 1
be twodane, The vest will be four, six. even eip
Lanes will be at least 12 feet wide, shoulders 10,
miral aveas, cenler =trips will be 36, 10, or G1 feet w

Designing is for speeds of 70 miles an hour



