Atty. Gen. Barret.t (let‘t) and the men he appointed to investig

bling and vice in Sangamon county (Springfield) and in Peoria:

‘Rgwdk and James A. Howe (right).
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Atty. Gen., George F', Barett
yesterday announced appointment
of special assistants to make
*full scale sweeping investiga-
tions of alleged gambling, vice,
and crime conditions in Peoria
and Sangamon counties,’’

At a press conference following
the announcement, Barrett said
that his office will take any ac-
tion deemed necessary when the
findings of the two assistants are
reposted,

State Police To Co-operate

All the assistance needed from
hs office, plus state police pro-
vided by Gov. Green, will be
available to the special assistant
attorneys general, Barrett said,

James A, Howe, former mayor of
Oak Park, will move into Peoria
today and set up headquarters at
the Jefferson hofel, Oliver H.
Bovik, Chicago attorney, and for-
mer member of the Cook county
state's attomey’s staff will leave
forSpringfield in Sangamon county,
Wednesday. Both men have been
tegular assistants in Barreit's of-
fice, but were removed from that
desfgnation when the new appoint-
ments were made,

* Act On Pleas Of Citizens

‘The two pronged investigation
of downstate gambling came as the

“result of leiters to Barreft from

citizen groups in Peoria and in
Springfield. Bamrett said the
Peoria Association of Commerce
had written him saying that there
was need for further investigation
there, even after a grand jury re-
turned indictments against the
state's httorney, the sheriff, and a
state’s attorney’s investxgator

The slaying of Bernie Shelton,
gambling boss, last July 26,
touched off the Peoria situation.
Relatives and associates of Shel-
ton, a few days after he was killed
from ambush, produced recordings
made on June 26 of a conversa-
tion between Shelton and Roy
Gatewood, who was identified as
an emissary between State’s At~
torney Roy P. Hull and Shelton:
‘The conversations discussed a
request for $25,000 which Gate-
wood ‘was reputedly asking for the
state's attorney.

Hull Denies Seeking Bribe

The recordings were made the
day after Shelton and two others
had been indicted on assault. to
kill charges which arose out of
‘the “pistol whipping’ of a patron
fn the Parkway club, Shelton ese
tablishment near Peoria. Hull sub-
sequently denied that he* had
sought the bribe as a price for
-quashing the indictments. He was
nevertheless indicted, and, on
evidence given by tavemn and night
‘club owners of “sneak” gambling,
‘Sheriff Earl Spainhower and
Charles Somogyl, Hull’s investi-
gator, were also indicted.

Hull refused to comment last
night on appointment of the spe-
cial investigaters.

Bovik ‘said gestérday his plans
are not yet completed for the.in-
vestigation, adding that a petition

entered in Circuit court in Spring-
field Saturday asking for a speclal
prosecutor and a special grand
jury there may alter the attack he
will - make on conditions in the
state capitol.

Nine Springfield residents peti-
tioned for the special grand jury
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to investigate alleged combina-
tions of persons reported to ac-
cept money to allow gambling ac-
tivities. A date for hearing on the
petition will be set today in
Springfield.

Howe and Barrett conferred yes-
terday on the Peoria situation,
but plans were not immediately
disclosed.

‘I have directed Mr. Howe t0
conduct his investigation in the
most thoro and exhaustive marn
ner,’”” Barrett said. *I anticipate
that his work will necessarily in-
volve many weeks of concentrated
effort. I am prepared to supply him
with all necessary personnel for 2
staff that will be fully adequate to
carry this investigation to a suc-
cessful conclusion in whatever
direction or directions may devele
op.”

Peoria Group Asked ‘To Help

To the Peoria group Barretlt
wrote: “I assume-and I am confi-
dent that the assumption is justi-
fied—that your organization, its
officers, directors and members,
will extend full and sincere co-
operation to Mr. Howe 1in his:
work."”

Howe is a past president of the
Oak Park Real Estate board, He
served as director and secretary
of the Illinois Association of
Real Estate Boards, At the pres- -
ent time he is vice president of
the -West Subwrban Bar associa-
tion and is a member of the Iili-
nois state bar and other pro-
societies. He is a
graduate of De Paul unjversity’s
law school. .

Bovik, who resides at 7201
Prairie av., was on the state's at-
tomey's staff from 1920 to 1922.
He is 8 member of numerous fra-
ternal and business organizations
and is past president of both the
South Side Swedish club and the
John Ericsson Republican League
of Illinois.

Even Rumors To Be Probed

Barrett, who met reporters at
his office with Bovili and Howe,
said that all charges made, *‘ru-
mor oy otherwise,*’ will be looked
into by the two men.

To a reporter’'s question, he
sajd that a story in an out of
state paper accusing one of his
employes with being a “‘collec-
tor’’ for the state, was ‘totally
untrue and totally libelous.’’ He
stressed that the investigations
were to be nonpartisdn, and that
the special assistants would have
no obstacle in their probe.
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