GAMBLERS TEL
WHY THEY QUIT
PEORIA RACKETS

City Clamps Lid On,
Grand Jury Told

BY FRANK S8TURDY

(Chleago Tnbune Press Setvice)

Pearia, Gct. 19-Four  fors
mer gamblars and a business man
wko teamed with the Shelton gang
oy mund oul bis income explained
tr:lay 1o the Peoria county grand
jury their reasons for reliring
from tiie lucrative field of dice,
cards, and slot i;achines,

The gamnling buslness becama
a poor risk for investments, it
was treported they told the jury,
vwhen Mayer Triebel thok the city
cut of parnership three years
aygo, and the policy of Triebel
was supported in the county by,
State's Auy, Rey P. Hull and:
sStentf Eari £, Spainhower,

After quitting gambling when
the odds grew siott, the gamblers
took up such prosaic pursuits as
Ssewer cleaning, pin ball and juke
hox distribution, onn retired on
his savings, and the business
man {ound work [or some of his
capital In financing a baby cloth.
ing stora.

Regular *'Pines' Dropped

fiard times hit the poker and
dice games, and sent slot
machines to storage, the wite
nesses are reported to have testis
fied, when tne mayor announced
the city treasury would no longer

-aceept repular “'fines’!

Randolph Waugh;, *who ran a
dice game In a. city night club,
sald he paid 3500 a month to the
city, it was reported.. His paye
ments went to Ferdie McGrane,
unnfficial collector for the city
treasury who made regular rounds
of the gaming places. Waugh sald
he had receipts showing "his
Eoney was paid into the treasury.
-Now in the juke box business,
Waugh’s purchase of .27 music
machines from the estate ol the
late Bemle Shelton was approved
recently in Probate courd, Shel-

ton’s murdet neatly three months
ago started the Peoria grand jury
Inquiries,

‘tavern owners a

The cily protected its stake in
the games by assigning police-
men to keep order in the casinos,
according tog Clyde Garmison,
venerable Peorian identified for
decades with gaming.

‘The town of Chillicothe, near
Peoria, was the exclusive gam-
bling preserve of Merel Davis,

Seme light- was cast on ths
Shellon gang’s authority among
the operators by Hamy ‘Tyrrell,
wealthy automobile dealer who
has interests in other busi-
nesses

Buys 100 Juke Boxes

Tymell, it wos reported, said
he bought 100 juke boxes when,
in 1942, war tme restrictions
furtuiled his appliance bujiness,

He found difticulty in persuading
storekeepers
to install juke

to permit him

hoxes, ‘Pymell said. When he in-

quired about tis bad luck, he was
told the_late Carl Snelton, then
head of the gang, mignt be uble
to help.

Shelton agreed to [end his pres.

tige to Twwell's dndustry in re-

tam for payments tnal tanged.

from $100 to $M0 & rronth.
MayoR Testiries
Springfield, 1L, Octs 19 (Spe-
cial)~Mayor Harty A, Eielson of
Springfield and three Sangamon

county deputy sheriffs testified

teday bafore the county grasd
jwy which {s investigating
charges of widespread vice and
gartling in'the county.

The deputies were Jares
Defrates, Paul Terrell, ard Clif-
feed Gouley, A 8t, Louls pewse
paperran, Roy Haris, who wrive
a nrurber of stovies cn gabling
coadifons in e capital city,
8150 ‘wWas surmoned, Tweniy-ivo
witnesses have lestified befove
the grand jury since H began its
investization yestenay, :




