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BULLETIN.

East St. Louis, 111, Oct. 20.—(4)
—Four men arrested here early
today in the investigation of the
murder of Charles Phayer were
identified ton.ght as participants in
the murder of Mrs. Cora Garrison,
wife of a Peoria, IlI,, gambler last
Friday, police said. .

The prisoners are Thomas O'Con-
nor, 33; Jack Britt, 38; John Moran,
33, and Thomas Wilders, 39. O'Con-
nor, Moran and Wilders‘had re-
volvers in their possession when ar-

rested. -

IBY A STAFF CORRESPONDENT.}

Peorla, 111, Oct 20.—[Speclal.}—For
the first time la Its history Peorla
tuday ceased fo be a wide open town.
State’s Attorney Harry Pratt ordered
the Jid down on open gambling as &n
aftermath to the kllling of Mrs. Cora
C. Garrisun ‘Frll:y evenlhg in & tma-
ausne gun aniish which foilowed an
st*empt to kiinap her husband, Liyde
Garrlson, gambling holtise proprietor.

The investization of the murderwas
siven impetus early today with the
finding of the body of Charles Phayer,
allas Thayer, riddled with bullets near
Madison, Ill.. Oue police theory was
*hat Phayer was the gangster wound-
¢d by Gnrrleon In the ambush Frl
day. This theory was strengthened
by Lthe finding o’ blood stams in the
gang.ters’ abandoned car and the re-
icase of Inforination that Phayer was
peing sought in the Investigation of
sne kidnaplng of two Peorla gamblers,
Willlam Urbas and Frank Dougherty.
«n the tact 0ve months. Urban and
Douglierty paid money for thelr re-
181 B8,

Sherlff Grent Minor adyanced the

theory that FPhayer was slaln by com-
ranlons who fearcd thal he might In-
sriminate lmeself and them i the kid.
napings. o
Dico and Whecls Silent.

Meanwhlle the dice ceased to allok
:nd the roulette wheels were stlll
a1 the ¢ity’s mmuny gambling houses.
(ard games and baseball pools were
ullowed to run apparently on the
«keory that Peorin cannot stand too
much réforin. ‘The clty and coupty
ofiiclnls are admittedly retuctant o
disturb the existing order. State’s
Attorney Pratt sald he had fssued the
closing command, not from a sudden
access of virtue, but to sllenco rumors
that he had a financial Interest in the
gambling resorts. The town has been
anblaze with rumors ever since the
Jarrison killl: 8. Reports of a crooked
asdfance betwieh city and county offi-
«jals and ganr.blers with newspapers
snaring in the v ofits are widespread.

Apparentiy in answer to all thls
hubbud Mayor Edward M. Woodruft
instructed Chief of Police J. Edward
‘Vombacher to uress the drive on slot
machines

No Crurader, Says Mnyor,

Both officla:zs belleve Proria prefers
tc stay unrefm med, and cite the city s
=ccord ag a wrae open town for many
years. As an yndication of its tolerant
uttitude & poll on prohibllion here
showed a tote ot 20 to 1 against the
18th amendment : )

“I don’'t know what to do.” Mhayor
Woadruff sald ton:ght. “If I were
to come it on a reform platform at
thlg time people would think I tvas a
great humorist.

“I have, in my eighteén years in
office, gone In for reform. ‘I drove
out the red l'ght dlstrict.” It was get.
ting so that people sald I had an In:
terest In the resorts, where I merely
lef them run under reeiilatlon. The

closlng was a mistake. It merely seat:
tercd our problem throughout the
town. The same way with llquor. i
drove the drink parlors out and now
weé hve speakeasies all over town.

- “No matter what I do I have my
ishare of critles. 1 trankly say I llke
to let things bo. I had my share of
.reforniing and It reminds me of an
|Inventlon of mine years ago. It was
(all ripht, but it didn’t work.”

Siate’s Attorney Explalns.

Btate’s Attorney Pratt decinred that

the gambling ltouse proprietors had
i been willing to closs for some tlme,
ant delayed the step because they
fearcd that one of thelr number might
;remnln open and make a profit. All
have complained that they are making
hothing, he 8ald.

“No ons man ls permitted to dom-
Inate any racket In the clty,” he ex-
plalned. *Thle folicy has kepl any
racket from ralsing to a position to
defy authoritles. This plan is the most
suceessful In a tolerant commumlity.
Untll these kidnaplngs we have had
no serious problem. It is my opinion
thia {8 a new racket for eriminals, who.
Unless they are checked, may proceed
to kldnap merchonts and wealthy men
for ransom.” ;

Editors stated that they aro under-
golng a perlod of publiec suspiclon.

“1 have been taking money f{rom
gamblers for 25 years, If you would
belleve rumor,” sald Seymour Oakley
of the Evenlng Star. " And I hear
the rtiniors from the best people In
the clty. We have frequently con-
ducted drives on gambling, but did not
recelve popular support.”

Carl Slane of the Journal and Tran-
script sald that he, too, was impli-
cated by rumor. Hls papers have also
falled to rouse public opinlon against
gambling. This he attributed to popu-
lar approval of & wide open pollcy.
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