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PEORIA IS BUSIER
THAN EVER, BUT
IT'S MUGH DRIER

Recalls Days of Whisky,
Pure Water, Ingersoll.

HHow 1eona, largest ciiy in Chscavo-
land rrcrpt Chicago, came back afier
the suppression of fis huge whisky dis
1illeries, os wwhisky disiilicries, is penue
ina drama 1cith 11ro Aerocs In f1—Far-
tintde ond Common Scnse, [Prona it
inieresiing in many ways, Itisa cily
1hat pocs and pets dusiness, bug dovs
not forgrt beanty. But first a e
s1ory obout the ciiy’s name,

BY JAMES O'DONNELL BENNETT.

" Peory! Pcory! Poory! mumbled
the conducior as he thrust his head
Into tho car of a train thot was daw-
dling Into Pcorla ono doy ta tho lato
sixtios of tho last century.

* I'eory? I'cory!" he mushed agaln,
aud yet agaln.

Kdwtn lYorrest, actor of a stumping
and orotund achool now gomo out of
tashlon, loved every vowel la a baaue
titul word and gavo cvery ono of them
a thunderous value. Tho great man's
combination Scotch - Germaa doublo
back actlon Irazolbllity was not as-
suaged hy advancing years, and now
Jho could bear no more *Psory.” He
leaped from his scat tn tbo car. nd-
vanced upon tho culprit conductor,
xelzed him by both lapeis of his cont,
and, forcing bim backward and (for-
ward, majestically Intonod:

" Pee-orrreeah! Pee-orr-ree-ah? You
mumbllag murdorer of a beautiful
word: **

City with Gurgllag Name,

So much for tho most molodlous
name In tho nomecaclaturo of Cblcago-
land clties. Like so many others In
our aren, It te of Indian origin.

And now wo come to a word of Gaelle
arlzin—tho word whisky.

in pre-Volstoad days whishy was
DPeorla’s Itts. 8o, at least, Peorlans
thought—whother they drank It or not,
‘Tho lato E. F. Bsldwin, ono of tho old
timo oditors of the Peorla Star, used
to say that Peorla had nation wide
celebrity for three things—

Puro waler,

Good whieky,

Agaoosaticlsm.

A “concentration warehouse ® now
holds all the whisky aml othor * po-
table llquor,™ ns they call 1t, remaining
In Peoria. Tho quantity ts not nogll-
gible. It comos to 850,000 gallons. Tho
" coacentration warchousc’ Is a meas-
ure dovised to § tha

“mysterfons™ breokings anil enter.

tngs and takings nway to which tho

Indivtdual warohouses wero subjected.
Jngersoll’'s 01d Town.

Ae for tho tlilrd of 1iditor Baldwin's
Peorlan  celebrities.  Agnostiriam —
Colonel Ingersoll 1s long slaco gono to
tho reposie which zealots atlll bexrndge
him. Vtrld memories of.his grund pere
sonallty and grandlose word-whchery
remain, and, for a lator nrticle, 1 took
down trom the liga »if his Criend Fditor
Lambert capltol atorles about and by
tho grent man.

Colobrity firat  In the llat,
Waltcr, remainsg In abunilnnce.

In truth It was water of a specinl
purity. Heaven's most xalnbrious gitt
to man. that modo Poorla n world cen-
ler tor the manufacturo of a product
not 8o snlubrious, Tho water comcs
trom velns from 1,200 to 1,600 Ceet be.
neath tho surfaco of tho earth nnd sald
{0 extend as tar o8 Lako Superlor, 600
milles away, It wan the best water In
the world for diatllling purposes, Prie
vately. as they wiil lell you In Prorla.
1t st te, Distilling 18 banned, but not
wholly bonished.

Whisky 1'ox Biggesl Tiem,

In the old days the volume of the
buginess wan amazng—or appalling, as
you may prefer to put It.

Beforo prohibition Peorla pald one-
hall tbo total of the fedornl govornm-
ment‘s Internal revenuo taxea. That
hall cams to $36.000,000 a year, It
wos pald In cash every morning at tho
rato of $t00,000 a day. The govern-
ment tax wae $1.10 on cach gallon.

Now, pull a business of sueh propor-
tions out from under n town In, an
tho saytng ls, tho twinkllog of an eye,
and what 18 to heppen?

What happoned In Peorla nt first

Paro

was that tharo wna deep bellled groan.
Ing, Tho gronners wont nbout the
wirveta groaulng In convert and groan:
tizz In Individuul acloctlons.

Things did, Inderil, look dire.

Mako Soma Comparisons,

Men who think and spcok aobebly
W11 lank Lnek with o shudder to tho
161k day of Janunry, 1920, whon tho
witimuts blow foll, "It was, or It
weemed thon,” they will tell you oa
you slp with tbem Puro Wntor at tho
Unlvoersdty ctud, " tho hnrdest bloty &
ity could havo, Tako tbo nuto bual-
wrsa trom Dotrolt, and steel from Pitta-
lurgh, and breakfoat food from Battio
Crock, and you would have a rathor
dixgylng holo to look lato, wouldn't
you?  Woll, that's tho way wo elt
when thls country took wbisky away
from Peoria.”

»\Whnt did you do?’ T askod eager-
Iy, tor my hosts of a (cw days ago Rt
Wi rlehly sppointed club—1 think It
wao the Unlversity club—did not sasem
commerclully dosolate, and thelr appe-
tites wero hearty.

Up spokg Ralph M. Ficld on behall
of tho group. As managor of Poarla’s
Association of Commorce, Mc. Fleld Is
the ficld marshal. ae It wore. of Po-
orla’s go-getters, but not the blather-
Ing hind.

And ho sald:

"YWe just wont ahead and sawed
wood."

Now Peoria Prospers. .

By “wo* he mcant all Paoria’s
business elemont, minus tho groancra.

Thoy sawed wood to such good pur
pose that todny Peorla—

1s bulldtng a now 16-story. $1.500.-
000 hotol—tho FPore Marquetto—al-
thongh tho commodious oid Jefforson
1s a right good hotel In no way nute
dated.

Is two and soven-tenths ahead of
tho peak timo of tho war In tte ome
ploymont of labor.

Has mado a sixty per cont Increaso
In Its tactory pay, rolls la tho last lwu
yearn,

Hns gnined more population In
the fivo yeare sinco 1520 than It galned
In tho ten ycars preceding.

Hos dovoloped Its trnding orca—
what It calls " our Jobhing territory *
—untll now It extends 150 mlles enst.
150 mlles west, 75 milles north, whoro
It bumps Into tho Chicage aren and
stops, and tho samo distanco south,
whero It bunips Into tho Bt. Louls arca
and does tho same. Figuring roughly,
Poorla, estimotes that it npw ts serving
a populallon of moro than halt a mllk
llon and less than a milllon, so eaid
tbo fleld rarshal.

Poorla polnte your kind attontion to
tho faot that It Is an *“open shop
town,” I8 on fricndly terms with la.
bor, and has had practically no strikey
ginco 1919, The last big striko WwRs
then—tho XKeystono Blcel aad Wiro
company broll, but tt was not, so 1
was told, duo to local conditions.

Shows Steady Growth.

Peorln, s represepted at that lol.
gsurely luncheon, sums up thuo:

In 1910. population 66,950,

1a 1820, 78,12,

In 1825, 93,095. * This loot,” the go-
gettors udded, "Is tho best cstimate
wo can get.” T suspect tho 95 to bn
added to make tho total look nntural,

Taking In_lts contifuons suburbs

and hamlots, Peoria counts a grand
, total of population of 108,600,

Such subatantial growth. In the faco
of what was expected to ba dreadtul
dlamsler, 18 fine tor Pcorla, of courno,
| any Instructivo to tbo rest of ua ho-
caune It providas a bright side light on
conditlonsin Chicogolond particularly
and tn our country gonorally,

1low wns the growth brought about?

Not by walting for tho wozse lo
como to the worxt, but largoly by re-
! allgning and odjusting tho potential.
ities ot the fniqaltons old Induatry,

Other Usen (or Alcohol,

For example:

Aleohot that used to go Inte tho
production of whisky aow goes Into
the manutocture of paint and varalsh
solvents. photographle chemienls, lace
quers, livo stock aad pouitry tood—of
whioh Iast 3,000 tons & day are shipped
by tbe Amorican Allling company
alonc—commorclal aleohol. and 80 on
and so on. Business ia good, such a
firm os tho Commaercial Bolvents com-
pany, for lllustration, purvoying hugo.

mako yeast, molt slrup. used tn mak-
Ing doughnuts, and aimilar cullnary
malt products. One browery has born
a0 radically reallgnod that It ts pro-

stock question, * What is Peorla’s
Rroatest amuol?” he roplled: *1'm not
ns good ot qnlck nnswera on’ your
and my (riend, Ileber 3fudmon of
n 1l waa when ho Instaptly

ducing ncetyleno gus nnd ' olia,

1e not all thst rendjustmont a fortli.
right “tnilustrinl grma?  Remandle,
drama, too. }or a peoplo has to havo
Imagination os well os bralns and
aorve to play It.

. *Noso Palnt” 8101 Availablo.

Peoria now has othor slogans than
whisky slogans. Ono of thom votces
Poorla'a aspiration to be a glad hand-
ed convontlon city. It runa;

* Peoria i just 'ono sltop® trom
three-toscths of tho tolal popula-
tion of tho United Btatos.*”

Peorla talks lces whisky now than
It nsed to, Somo say it doea not—
at least Ite baser olement—driak leas,
and that tho quality Is worse. Men
aot fanatical told mo that. and shook
thelr heads.

To tho visitor Peorla now cxtols not
liquor but .Its 1,000 acro park system
and Its entrancing viewa from Urnnd
View’ up nnd down tho vnlley

1y to tho D d tho E:
and recently adding $3,000,000 worth
of now oquipment to Its plant.

Soms of the browerles—also lured
to Pearia by ttx puro wntor, as tho
distlllorles were—are &tlll operating,
hut not ux hesr producera. They now

of tho Illincls. viows that Thoodora
Roossvelt, who loved tha exeltenionts
of high language, &nld were ™ unsui-
passed on thia continent.” They cer-
tainly aro unsurpassed In Chlcngoland.

Whon T asked the idld marahal my
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raplidd to your qucsilan with tho
wapsls. " Tho yualhy of Its npeanle,® »0
let mo thiak. Yos, 1 havo ttl Icorla’s
bigRest naset s Ita location, with 14
rallroads hrrn, ond tho Llinols river
running past onr door, &and we hatt
wny botweon Chlcago and Ht. Louis
ond holt way hetween tho Miaslesippl
rlver and tho Indiana atato lino. You
can‘t beat that for trading location:”

lud 1 asked B(r. Fleld that stock
question of mino soven yeara 8go he
would havo had to reply, " Whieky."

Tho now answor beats tho old ono
hy many a loaguo of falr Chicagoland,
1 think—albelt 3, too, llko my glaas
tull well and well filled.

(Tomorrow: ‘Three Great Peorisns
«a Jester, o Diva, and o Disbop.]



