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Wember 13, 1878 — Prodded into
action by ﬂze good people of the
town; Mayor John Warner gnd
ghi’d of Police Martin-Daily today
mmna}.ly,.‘led the police~force ‘in
Sweeping raids against a dozen
disorderly houses where they ar-
msted 28 inmates and 15 patrons.
Adalme Cole, owner of the fine
two story brick place at Hamilton
‘and Washington streets, stuck out
her tongue and said mean things to
'the officers who tried to pursuade
--her to put on her clothes for a ride
to the jail. Finally she was carri-
ed out in her nightgown on the
shoulders of a brawny cop and tak-
en to the city hall where she spent
the night under glass. In the
| morning Adaline, who was reputed
| to be wealthy, tendered the police
a $1,000 bill to pay her fine of
$28.05.

November 13, 1875—The law went
out in force last night to rout the
ladies of the underworld from their
usual haunts and to see if they
could collect a few fines to pep up
the city treasury and satisfy the
righteous folks who were deplor-
ing at great length the activities
of the little sisters of the shadows.

Mayor John Warner and Chief
of Police Martin Daily called in
their standing armies of bluecoats
from all corners of the city and
armed them with axes, ladders,
night sticks and dark lanterns for

the big putsch. The peelers all piled |

in the horse-drawn patrol wagon
and began their drive for law and
order. They visited twelve houses
down in the districts and arersted
28 employes and 15 visitors.
Only Adaline Cole refused to go

along peacefully and pay her as- |

sessments to the police judge.
She told the police who called at
her fine two-story brick building
at North Washington and Hamil-
ton that she had retired and didn’t

ign for them and he spu'ed‘_
line any further mconvenlanéeﬁ'f

tering a fine of $28.05 on Eet
Adaline reached down in her stock-
ing and brought out a’$1,000 bill
in payment. No change conld_-be',
made so she was allowed to got
home after inviting all those ma-ﬂ,
sent to come up and see her, w .j
time. ; -

October 22, 1901—The annual w
Carnival had just closed in Panl(“‘
and the send off by the Maiito |
(11.) Express said in part: -*(._

“The fact remains that the rdost -
objectionable feature of the' Corm’ !
Carnival has been that it has beqn
a fake, pure anqg simple. A jargog
of licentious, immoral, loyv-dmm,h 3
rotten shows in full swing ﬁmq]
calculated to draw crowds , from"
the surroundmg country.: Opel{at-"o
ing under the high sounding name .
of a Corn Carnival, the hooche-
cooches and the lazy hounds- from
the Orient paraded’ their !amnle"‘
attractions (?) to a crowd of old |
men and boys who are ashamed»to
take their wives and sisters with/
them. If Peoria bysiness m
and carnival management in m\“
ticular think that these are
proper attractions to draw couqt% .
trade, they are badly fooled.” ' -

—— Vi
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A {JURYMAN HAD. v
OUT OF THE. WINDOW
ESC.&PED' 1 :

This was a mess for the ho"
able court. An officer sent 9 thel|
missing juror’s home reported: {Jyu 1
that peer had gone to the coun
and. could not be reached.  Thi
defendant’s lawyer would | net’
agree to allow the other seven |
jurors to return a verdict so they |

were discharged and the case con~
tinued.

M.y 25;. 1876—Ad  Gok
jamagdm wday&tfij‘gg
appeamn&éé, . Py hgs
nightgown L She
.after an ha g
the; mayer’ ;gl w?;iﬂ

= -d—, Wp o the coor, laid
¢ " Bhose down to the river

r in, Biddy and her {
J"‘éﬁﬂu back door and

soused the inside. A |
who interfered was set

beaten and chased down the
-Gale arrived in short
Police Chief Vanbus-
‘several officers. The

team of7'stylish blacks t«h :
the streets at breakneck 5, FReS
until*her carriage hit'a
tipped over. Pohce c&lle
to take her fo jmlna

ed the reins fromv’the&gr%,_\

T ‘Biddy's place as “an out-
 attack upon poor, defense-

mayor of being a
‘Biddy. The mayor
‘to cut the hose but was
# sgide. His police guard '~
sate. Finally the hose burst ,'. " -
@wn pressure and the show [2°%:

- _.;_é,_{:Gu ette thedoloree
next day one of the fire- - *'#F %fmml ug,derworld ‘;%d i
“wag brought to trial before reetl; spa.:klgg R sto_
e Stebbins, The jury of eight | °getog° eﬁ s
m heard 9 cvidence and retired | jall ' 'th‘

a vmtor st her
black and' tan resort
Diamond L11 md th;

their verdict. Six hours |
reported they were un-' |
gyee and asked to be dis-

. The squire  sent them \ j}l:;'la m’ﬁeﬁ
with the admonition that he |; . resdie andjth

p them locked up all
they reached a verdict. {7 s@‘
-later ‘the jurymen !

door again, They {*
report, IS

tartimp
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‘Febriary, 23, 1901 . Another, |March 15, 1939 — The

[ claimant to the $40,000 estate *
\% Jeft by Adaline Cole was expos-:
. ed'as & fraud. This time the.
E ty;i;ii_"e'f;'engiér was a woman who
i claimed tobe a daughter of the
i spectacular madame who for a-
quarter century ruled the city’s ;
s-underworld.
.~ The estate had been escheatedy
" to the céunty when Ad Gole
i died leaving no known heirs,
‘An attempt by Dick Welch to
: claim it on the grounds that he
- Was a common law husband was
turned back. The county could
i well use the money and had no
¢~ intention of giving it up with-
| out good cHuse.
b So when Mrs. Mary E. Nei-

[ —

May 14, 1905—Billy White,

| kirk came forward claiming to
be the daughter about whom
;= 8So many fanciful stories had
" been told in the past, the coun-
ty viewed her entrance with
alarm. When she came in court
and offered to bring witnesses
to testify that they had seen Ad |
Lo+ Cole publicly acknowledged her
Ft}_z;gs'{-her daughter and only heir:
F8heriff Kimsey set out to in-
. vestigate her claims. '
%" The sheriff sent Detective H.
. C.‘Lincoln, former chief of po-
£+ lice to pry into the woman’s
- Dast.’ The detective did his job
in good shape. He ransacked
-« records, .copied inscriptions on
*“tombstones and talked with old |
' _«timerg until he had collected a
i batélzof affidavits and certifi-
‘- categ'that proved the claim was
- false and that more than a doz-
- en persons were involved, in the
‘. 'plot to collect the estate.
_ onfro with this mass of
I'sievidence and  threatened witgf
| criminal prosecutionfif she da

eg;,f@.&ﬁ%& %r,.'l\glrs,_;_.Nelklrk fad-

gt

June 28, 1874—The police
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Tech, stl'ldent newsp

December 1g,
made- an editorial ()l'ggland‘ |

boat anchor

. an editorial demand was the obj
a cleanup of vice - conditior Col. Capro
Peoria that was receiving - geri- ing for s¢
ous consideration amongth% arms who
form elements. The  Peoria _the Peoria

Ministerial association met an
pondered whether to ‘put om
crusade for purity but' res

no decision, A spokesman
the association wag not’ an
ous to go ahead unless it 8
& possibility of ultimate:

sepia gentleman who

bar in Ad Cole’s building-
North Washington at Hamilten
before' someone discovered
could play a cello like .nobody’s
business, was back in town &l
dressed up fit to kill withi-calls
ing cards advising people ki
was now "“William White, Pre-
mier Cellist of the Great.
liams & Walker Theatrical
Company.;' His colored trom
Was one of the best on the
boards this season and way
honored by an invitation to:
prlay before King Edvga.rvi'lé at |
Windsor Castle during a ‘totr
of the Continent. .g

a busy day today raiding the
bagnios and-honkytonks. The

brought in 32 prisoners,
cluding Lish Jgnes, aliag W
alias Carrie Davis, Ad €
and seven employees and
tomers, Mrs. Farren ang f
Dan MecAllister and :
Harris and four and
prietor of the St. @

and seven hangers
R

g

tel
ers.
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June 26, 1899—Tl33 evangelist E.

|
|

J. Colborn—-called by the city’s
nonevangelical -elements  the
Jerusalem Threshing |Machine——
revealed to police that his latest
tilt with sin had cost him $65.

He explained that he had ac-
companied a friend from Grove-
land out to take in Wallace’s,
Circus, leaving their horse and
buggy moored to a hitching
rack on Eaton street, When
they came, to drive away, they
were surrounded by sirens. The
Jerusalem Thresher said he
called on them to cease and de-
sist and to flee from the wrath
to come, They fled, not before
one had snitched the Thresh-
er’s poke with contents.

The evangelist also told the
police that he believed it was
a frameup by persons who were
seeking to drive him and his
gospel from town.

July 20, 1876.—Adaline Cole,
queen of the night lifers, broke
into the public prints again by
racing her stylish black carriage
through the main streets until
_one of the wheels struck a rut

1 'and overturned the rig. Adaline

was unphurt and containued to
entertain the crowd. A police-

'man hustled her into a cab with
intent to put her in jail for her
wickedness. Crawling out on the
seat beside the driver, Adaline
seized the reins and gave 2
policeman and cabby a merry
ride before she was again sub-
dued.

October 10, 1878—The
 Tials great baseball
play.ng the Unbe
Milwaukeéd and heavy
out on both sides,
stand and bleachers were
and hundreds of other
ors dotted the field. e
Among those present W 3
Adaline Cole, that wellls
woman about town, whe =
in her carriage far out im
field. The score stood at &
2 in favor of the Reds in the
eighth when a long -drive waa
sent out to Outfielder Alvar-
etta of the Peorias. Alvaretts
started to make the easy cateh
when he saw Adaline’s
\bolt and run, He saw the dange®
of the frenzied horses stamped=
ing in the crowded field, Turn-
ing from the ball, he seized
the horses’ bridles and stop
the rurnaway.

The ball rolled away for a hit
and two runs came in to win the
game for Milwaukee 4 to 8.°
The local boosters lost theie
money but they stayed to cheerr;l
Alvaretta for stopping the mn-.'a-_;-

N

away.

September 12, 1880—There was
benefit dance at Pfeiffer’s
Hall tonight for Tim &
young tough who had just besm
released from prison andm"i

needed money to pay his “
yer. The underworld of ‘the
city attended in great numbers
and drank 15 kegs of beer:

dard liquor to match. At 8
m, the music stopped and
fighting started. Police |

up the festivities. =

LRWORLD

. ehjoyment - of = the
wl{e, who refuged to
h in_the bucket bri-

5 aet “the “women
o £hej . ‘were driven
beﬁx‘_‘lwlse ‘and

A

m:: tentury be-
83 a boarding ‘sehool
adies. Later it be-.
.uopersted by Thomdd
ind finally fell into- evil
‘which it was purged by

' The police spent a
today raiding the bagnios
tonks. They brought in
m; including Lish Jones,
alias Carrie Davis, Ad
m employes and cus-
. Farren and four, Dan !’
snd seven, Nell Harris
ithe proprietor of the |
otel and seven hang-

—~ WOMEN

Soyered -hishluoss- and. hufried.
e woman but s 0 o

bicycle,” e RN |
March 2, 1864 Tansey’s disorderfy’
house on South Water street just
below Fulton was cleaned out today:
when the boys about town experi-|
enced a pang of moyality and quief~]
ly ran the town fire engine to the'
river bank, laid a line of hose toi
the front door of the resort andy]
poured a stream of cold. water in]
on an orgy in which 30 men and,
women were taking part. After
driving the party from the house;
the attackers wrecked the place.:

R

September 19, 1872—Captain of YPo-' .
lice Dunlea and a couple of ‘blue-
coats made a foray up the river
in a power boat today and captur-:-
ed that popular palace of sin and
iniquity commonly known as “Ike
Duggan's gunboat.” The policemen
took five men and four women.
frtom the floating resort ~and.
brought them to the calaboose.

September 22, 1879-—The promotésa .
of the Great Central Illi:ois Fﬁ
and Exposition opening today ‘ak,
Jefferson Park had given their gate
keepers strict orders to keep out
anyone of questionable character
lest their presence offend the good
people. Ad Cole, of the North'
Washington street Coles, announc-
ed publicly that she would get in
or know the reason why. Today':
sh.e attempted to pass, disguised:
with a heavy cloak and a veil, The®
gateman recognized her and turn<
ed her away. Later the dauntlesa
Adaline got by dressed as;'a man, .
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: affair i htfhave ‘been “‘llee conditlonl in Peoﬂt. 'ﬁi
.J.p“”'d off;as only anothet sor- in the n\ﬂ!n reaponsible for the M
v underworld shooth had it tlot of ‘Vietor P. Michel E1 ) m

ot been for the prominence of v
Diamond Lil, notorious far and M\h" iavitdtion, divisioa’ emy

~near to playboys and girls who laaisted, jn the blzxeabcle&n-un wlth«

lm.d vigited her dive on' slam- 'Meh.thpy havevhad to, a6, -

ming trips. On June's and 4, & totl of ).u
X to(io?lfe s::me ftr r;e famils: publxe proatltutwwere examined st

stage play from the Peoria the Peoxia venered disease clinic.
£ Of: this number, 130 or 91%, were

i| found intécted: 91 or $3% had gon-
! orrhea, aid 20 or 149 had syphilis.,

UCased, ; 6¢. syphilis  With. . open,
lesipas were removed to 8t. Francls
/ Bosmityl and. placed under treatnient
'iﬁqedhw'y Al oth'er intectious
cales were: -~placedin-. qumnﬂmi."
Keepeu and " Kingéra-on  ware- n—'
dored to mqye. out ‘and adyhed" bo!

;mt_mths the ‘u'!‘d"“ tricts we ¢ closed. Mayor {

g % "‘" oﬂtic.lelu 10 earned the thnnks of the"
Kbalis Shezvics glstrict sitlsens of Peoria the ‘siate at]
: llarge. The Peoria Blm&ﬂb,m
8y *“,sem who - visited tne passing of the last big mmf'
sepumbex toug_i W" district in Illlnolu. s it

pen' ouses obam:t!hqt{on, .

w%‘ﬂ mm gapzwy ctty ottictale »

® o] why

P’

e 1 1|

i,

‘I'TN‘I"ED"K"'V | 3y Ay

L Cole, queen of the underworld
| for quarter or a ce tury, died
.at her North Wiashington street
resort three days ago and con-
niving for the fortune she waa
reputed te have left waz al-
.ready underway in the probate

court. In fact there were some
¢ who said her expensive rings
and other jewelry were stripped
from her before the undertaker

came. Rumors that she had |

been murdered for her money
' were called unfounded by the
attending physician, -

Chief claimant to the esti-
mated $100,000 estate was Dick
Welsh, who as common law
‘hugband for ten years sought

- :to have a saloonkeeper friend
. appointed  administrator. A
daughter wag said to be living
in Ohio and there was talk
*  that relation in France would
| try to get a share of what was

e

l__l-_.u-ln‘r 22, 1879—The promot-
[ exs of the Great Central Illinois
Fair and Exposition opening to-
- day at Jefferson Park had given
" fheir gate keepers strict orders
% 9 keep out anyone of question-
able character. Ad Cole of the
Morth Washington street Coles
i ﬁwed publicly  that she
; get in . or know the rea-
son why. Tzdag she attempted
to pass, disguised in' a heavy
' doak and veil. The gatsman

- Pecognized heuﬁnd%\! e&};er
Sway; Latar shg, camg-

- dressed s 3, map and got "’

“l!t‘mhr 15, 1897 — line Exuguﬁ o 8 I&WTNews item from|

239

WOMEN

the - Daily, National Democrat:
“Central Pdrk was visited by a
large number of people Sunday.
Ag in the palmy. days of old the
band played 'and beer wag sold|
but unlike the palmy days of
old all disreptable women were
excluded from the park al-
though many of them applied
for admission.”

Down Jackson to Was gto
and on -the left <is
lot where, stood D;amon -‘Lxl’
place, familiar to night lifer
Lil wag™a colored, womaﬁ wi
flashing stones she called di
monds sparkiing*from het'tee
She met a visitor with a boob
ing shotguit :night and t!
law took her t ay..
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of | Peoria’s half
hadﬂfongne.ss for spec-
t ‘featuring her-
2 One of her principal
offs, was to drive her ele-
open carriage, drawn by

& bandgome team of horses,

w the main streets with
f and girl friends, all dress-
ﬂ to kill, in the seats of

One day the stable in
E'Qr fine horses were
ed caught fire, Filling a
b coins, Ad Cole ran up
down the street offering the
to anyone who would go
| rescue the animals.

‘was raised at the depot
Jitht when a delegatipn
md citizens accosted Sallie
mple and six local' cuties
mem-ghe had enlisted to work
h hall girls in her fiew
Mﬁllmlsemen’i: palace in

‘he | citizens
over the bevy of en-
and found that one

__OT,‘ltn—Quit‘e an excite,,

JOMEN -

claimant’ e~a the sin,noo estate . 1

left by Adaline Cole was expos- ..
ed as a fraud. time the = 7
pretender was a  wo! who
claimed to be a daughter of the
spectacular madame who for a
quarter century ruled the city’s
underworld.

The estate had been escheated_
to the county when Ad Cole
died leaving no known heirs,
An attempt by Dick Welch to '
claim it on the grounds that he .\
was a common law hugband.was
turned back. The county could.
well use the money and had no
intention of giving it up th}i-
out good cause.

So when Mrs. Mary E. Nei-
kirk came forward claiming to
be the daughter about whom
so many fanciful stories had q
been told in the past,'the coun-
ty viewed her entrance with
alarm, When she came in court
and offered to bring witnesses
to testify that they had seen Ad
Cole publicly acknowledged her
as her daughter and only heir :
Sheriff Kimsey set out to m?"“
vestigate her claims,

The sheriff sent Detective H‘
C. Lincoln, former chief of por,
lice to pry into the woman’qﬁﬁﬁi
past. The detective did his job
in good shape. 'He ransacked
records, copied inseriptions on
tombstones and talked with old )
timers until he had: collected a
batch of afflda‘yf% and certifi-
Categ that proved 'the claim was

;

iy

.| - false and that more than a doz-
. ‘en persons were involved ih the

plot to collect the estate.
Confronted with this mass of

A evidence and threatened: with
- ‘criminal prosecutlon L_f*she dar-
dnmg

"1 ed from

Mrs. Neéikiskfad-
‘piﬁtu i

g T rr—p




