e

e e W e e D

e e

o e g

i

W a ey

A T e .

* +
Children’s

‘The people
In theater in Peoria, In ama.
teur theatricals and especiatly
In children's theater, are miss-
ing » valusble opportunity it
they do not go fo the children’s
programs at Carver Center,
where Jullette Whittaker 15 In
charge,

Julietie {s a member of the
Corn Stockers, as am I, and
when she asked me to come
down &nd see her performance
of Rumpletiiskin, I expected
the usual children's fairy tale,
but I was very much surprised.

Carver Center has an excel
lent if amall, stage and an audi-
torium that will hold 300 or 406
people, That it wesn’'t filled

nation of circumstances, but
the next iime such a play is
announced, it ought to be,

' * k%

Iin the first place Julietie
Whitfalcer is well trained for
her work. She has her MA in
theater from the University of
Iowa, and she is not only & di-
rector of excellence, she iz also
a writer. She found, early in
her training, that it is diffieslt
to get the right sort of plays,
not only for children but alse

she works. 8o she writes her
own and the version of Rumple.
tilkskin was hers, She sizes up
her material, the children wha
want to act, and then she ar
ranges her
gre purty 15 ;
In " Rumplefiitskin she used
her knowledge of comedy ‘io
excellent -advantage. She had
three or four boys whe came iip
o expectation and who show
promise for' the future. The
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that night was due to a combi. .

for the young people with whom .

lays so that there.. .
theit.

boy who played Rumple, a 'talla

"

-dren’s play to he
It is & Chinese performance.

wahgly lad who knew what he
was doing, had as exeellent a
costume ag ! have ever seen on
an amafeur stage - indeed the
entire get of costumes was ade
mirable, especially so since
there &8 very little money for
sets and costumes,
ok ok %

But that lack is only a chal-
lenge. ‘The scenery was rmade
Erom disearded window shades,
The various levels, which make

entrances and -exits so much

more drarmatic, were built from
discarded. lumber ard orange
crates. This gives an opportu-
nity for “blocking.” Blocking,
for these people who don’t know
the language of the theater,
means the relation of the vari-
ous characters fo esch other..
their ‘movement across stage,
their place In the several pic-
fures ghzit 4 good director sets
up, .
One  speelal scene, where
Rumpletiltskin betrays his
name, was worthy of special
notice, A drop of a singie tree
wag  silhouetted against the
back lighting, where the villian
in the woods danced and re-
joieed at the lack of names
from the queen. The woodsman,
who hears the name, was in
darkness, except when, for a
second, he stood out against the
light, His diction was exceilent
and the whole scepe. had an
egrie quality not often found in
amatgur performances. .,
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1 was intorésted enough to
ask how the tree had been
made, The¥ . fook netting and
sewed it together by hand, put
the painted tree on the floor
over it, and sewed that down.
There is no lack of hands to
work, some of them sldliful,
and with a little outside help:
Juliette Whittaker's little troupe
of aclars can make a neme for

. thermnselves outside the walls
-of Carver Center,

They played Rumpletiltaiin
again on a Friday, unfortunate-

Iy not late enough to have a .

date given In this column. But
the whole winter's schedule was
tght enough Bo that the post-
penement was not  possible.
However, there is.gnother ehil-
ven in May.

And az well, her group of
young men and women are go-
ing to present a play at the

varioug high schools, 1f they do |

half as well a3 their younger
aszsocietes, that piay too, will be
worth seeing. )

* h *

Juliette Whittaker is not only
a director, she is a writer
whose plays, judged by people
whe know, are excellent and
worth professional atieption, I
ean understand why this is so;
waiching her chiliren st work,
I got the feeling of geelng an
old folk tale, combined with the
freshness and delight of a park
in Parls with the audience
watching & Grand Gulgnol of

“W,\L\. i 1\!‘7.'
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[cut off text:] “Punch and Judy.”
I can:assure you that my evening
spent in the audience at the Carver

A (e (b Ccntier will be worthwhile.



