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BOMBING WAS ONE of the weapons employed by the under-

world to enforce its will. This photograph was taken after a
blast set off in an establishment near the city hall,

It is not new for Peoria to be called a city of sin, a modern
Sodom. Such it was.

Peoria is a city where once the roar of a bursting bomb
was louder than the voice of the judge. Peoria is a city where
the crack of the pistol settled many of the “business’” argu-
ments. ; ,

-t Peoria is a city where once the red lights
blossomed in three districts devoted to vice. It
was a city where every sordid taste of human
passion had its willing handmaidens.

Peoria is a city that was as wide open as the
gajeway to Hell. It was a city where gambling
joints were more common than banks, or down-
town churches.

{ f‘eoﬁa is a city where once the slot machines displayed their
oranges and cherries near the outlet of every school. Where even
periny machines were displayed to lure the last coppers out of the
kids’ pockets.

Peoria is a city with a bold tradition, a tough river town

where once the gangster ruled with gun and bankroll. For it is
no sccrel in towns where vice and rackets flourish that a well
placed bribe can be more effective than a shrewdly aimed bullet.

This elmpire of vice, violence and corruption now is as dead
as the friendly, tolerant community it invaded and absorbed. Be-
cause Peoria was a river town it aequited a glamor which neigh-
boring communities never quite could achieve.

SURE, IN ITS WAY IT WAS A BAWDY TOWN, but always
with a twinkle in its eye. It was a jolly old rascal determined to
walk straight and keep its high hat cocked rakishly atop its head.

Its bop vivants thought nothing of escorting the reigning
madames in their fancy buggies to all except the most exclusive
social and sporting events.

And the ladies oghthe haute monde expected to be addressed
as Miss Cora, MissBelle, or whatever name they chose with
which to dignify their establishments.

There was a Continental flair about this city, even though
the gaiety was only tinsel. In fact, Miss Fern’s Midnight Cotillion,

conducted each Saturday night in the grand ballroom of her
“home” at Fayette and Washington sts. was known from coast
to coast, and as favorably as New Orleans’ famous Quadroon Ball.

The hoodlums, the thugs, the gangsters and panders wanted
-none of this, Crime was crime, gambling was gambling, and
vice was vice, Each was g business, and must pay its way.

Even prohibition hére had its flavor of the old days. But
now the dry era was dying, and ways must be found to continue
the flood of illicit funds.

GAMBLING AND PROSTITUTION AFFORDED the easiest
access to ill-gotton money. If Miss Fern bowed out of this new
picture, there was a Diamond Lil to take her place. Or a Big Vie
‘was ready to offer her orgiastic wares.

Lil’s place featured the ‘“female impersonator.” Her shows,
too, became widely known, but could be classed only as infa-
mous. Practically every house near the intersection of North
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Washington and Eaton sts. became a brothel.

Cedar and Wal-mn sts, m,‘ part were taken over by dives.
Prairie Alley, sections of what is now South Jefferson ave., and
other portions of the city became *‘districts.”

HUSTLERS ROAMED THE DOWNTOWN BARS, offering a
"quick trip to a hotel room or even an affair in the rear seat of a
parked automobile. Oné downtown eating place even provided
the parked cars in a lot at the rear. Usually it was patronized by
young girls edger to earn half a dollar,

Narcotics were quick to reach the hands of these impassion-
ed and giddy kids. The addict population of Peoria today ac-
quired much of Its habit at that time.

Across Fulton st: from the city hall were two buildings dedi-
cated to gambling. One, ornate and tastefully furnished, offered
about any sort of action the gambling man could desire. It also
was understood that no one need be lonely while josing his money
at the old Sportsmen’s Club which later became the Clover Club.

AT THE OTHER, THE ALCAZAR, baseball pool tickets and
similar instruments of chance were on open sale. Slot machines
also were available, but the real action was upstairs where a
stiff, but honest, poker game was in nightly session,

Also in the 400 block Fulton st. was the Mint. Gambling was
carried on In a back room, but only on a small scale. Operators
refuseéd to deal with the mob, and well-pajd policemen always
were polsed to close them down. ¢

Around thé corner, In the 100 block, S. Jelferson ave., was
Peoria's best known establishment, the Empire, At various times,
the Empire offered all types of gambling, but ahrays it 'was the
home of the “basebail pool” which frequently paid off jackpots
of $5.000 or more

~—THIS WAS THE MOST LUCRATIVE SPOT in Peoria. Its pro-
prietor, Bill Urban, was one of the early kidnap victims, obtain-
4ing his release only after paying $80,000. -

_ In the nmerbck. the Saratoga had a short ac:‘reoer.l!ln“azl
time bling. For almost.a vear, before Mayor A
pulled‘g::wn the lid and kept it down, a casing flourished in the

rear. Real he-man poker also was available in an upstairs room.

Also across from the city hall, but this time across Madison
ave., was the Shelton gang’s headguarters, the Palace club.
Gambling of all forms was avaliable here, too. It was untucky
to be lucky here. Too large a result in a broken
head and a quick frisking after the patron left the club. Eventu-
ally this club was soid, and a respectable tavern operation now
is conducted nearby. .

The old Palace club is not to be confused with the Palace

ide, in the 100 block N. Madison ave. The partners here ran
a bling and horse betting operation on their second fioor.
When the hoodlum heat developed, they simply closed their doors.
They were gamblers of the old school.

FURTHER DOWN ON FULTON ST., a block and a half away,
were the old Lyceum and Windsor. The latter was a major factor
in thé city’s life. Fortunes were won and lost across its roulette
angd faro tables. Many of its dealers had followed the ss of
chance to the far ends of the earth. True, but almost lievable
stories were told of Klondike days, and other famous places where
fortunes were made nad lost swiftly. Nevertheless, it was a
gambling house, and one of the citys’ most widely known.

THE LYCEUM WAS STRICTLY A GANG OPERATION, It
pushed every operation which might Jure the sucker’s buck, and
except for its horse betting, was held in somewhat low esteem by
the city’s gangsters. It'is now in new hands and is an excellent
restaurant.

Yes, a man could get action aplenty in these days. But he
was not too well aware of the beatings, the killings, the connivery
that went on behind the scemes in order that the kingdom of
hoodlumery might sarvive. - L )

The kidnapings, murders and bombings brought Peoria wide
notoriety throughout the Midwest. Outside

pers sent ace
reporters into the city to cover the “Roaring '* story, These
events will be covered in tomorrow’s article. 2

A PEORIA JET PILOT, 2nd Lt John H. Larson, 114 Wren ave..
donned a pressure suit yesterday on Channel 19's Fun For All
show dedicated to the Air Training Command, Shown with
Larson, who is stationed at Scott Air Force base, are Wayne
West and Nina Dancey, who appear each day on the afternoon
show,
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TYPE of publicity Peoria received in the nation's press during the *‘Roaring
“Peoria™ The candid camera shot was taken in a Jocal gambling establishment by a
+Chicago Herald-American photographer in 1941 and used in a full page report on ‘‘frontier
g that runs wide open.” §

O1d Pecrio: Fixed Cops, Gang.
Murders, Wholesale Kidnapping

* ‘Halt & dozen bold kidnapings, in the city which had considered  wires, the misgazines and the
g itseif innocently liberal. sensation papers was the fact
An attempt was made to kid- that gambler-gangsters were °

nap Clyde , partner in
the Windsor, one of the more
Tlourishing gambling houses.
In an ensuing gunfight, Garri-
son's wife, Cora, was killed by
a machine gun bullet fired by
a kidnasper. .One of. the

was

rison,

. More mnotoriety for Peoria.
More streams of writers,
meore columns of type depict-
ing the city as the capital of
a gangland

empire.

It was. Peorians learned in
dismay that the Sheltons, a
murderous tribe of brothers
from southern Illinois had taken
over. With them came an
army of equally desperate
criminals willing to kik at a
moment’s notice.

Another kidnap victim was
Dr. James W. Parker, ane of
the city’s better known medical:
men, This attempt proved a
fiasco, he was held for
some time, was released
without payment of ransom.

SHREWD DETECTIVE work
by Peoria police and operatives
of the Socret‘ Six, Chicago

~gang A given location cost so much. |
wounded fatally by Gar-

See Editorial on Page A8

vealed kidnapers. They
were arrested and most were
given stiff sentences after con-
viction. This was the only
kidnap case actually *‘solved”
in the ¢ourts, g

Some f4irly definite evidence
was uncovered about - partici-
pants in other cases, but none
was brought to trial here. Sev-
eral notorious gangland figures
were killed by law enforcement
men, or by their own fellow
thieves, Generally it is assumed
that all of the kidnapers paid
for their crimes in these en-
counters.

. This was especially true of
Jack Klutas, who began his
career of crime here and be-
came one of the nation’s
most notorious gang leaders.
Klutas was literally shot to

ouiside his Mayweod, .

pleces

L, home by Capone machine
gunners in retribution for the
kidnaping of Jack Lynch, one
time Chicago sportsman.

- Kiutas popularly was asso-
ciated -with at least one of the
Peoria kidnapings.

During

the era of gang rule.

here, three men were shot to
death in mob execution style.
They included Jo#1 Nyberg,
Frank Kraemer, and Bernie
Shelton.

NONE OF THESE activities
escaped the attention of the na-
tion's press. The Shelton death
especially was significant, but

& none of the others was ignored.

wy, Writers and investigators
eombed Peoria from top to bot-

tom.

Unfortunately, they found
many things which were true,
and - which redounded to Peo-
ria’s discredit.

Pounded out upon the press

Regular rates of pay had
been set up for various *‘con-
cessions.” A slot machine in

a crap table in r place
had a different face value, a
roulette wheel could be oper-
ated at some fixed price,

It is not true that a levy was
based on so much per bed in
the red light districts, as has
been. charged, but a fee was

masters were intent upon main-
taining a “‘clean’” operation, A

-3

. Even if the writ-
a few small facts,

they had enough big ones to

+ Justify their most lurid yarns.

So, Peoria changed its char«
acter in the eyes of the nation,
due to--this plunge into the

bullet killed Bernie Shelton out-
side his Farmington road head-
quarters. o

Third article in the series,
dealing with the killing of three
men in gangland fashion, will
appear in Monday evening's
edition of the Journal Star,

O
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COUNTY MEETING

The Peoria County Council of
the American Legion meets at the
Limestone Post No. 979 in Barton-
ville 8 p.m. Tuesday. County Com-
mander C. A. Jones of Chillicothe
has requested Post Commanders
of Peoria county to submit mem-
bership reports,

Births in Peoria Hospitals

METHODIST HOSPITAL
Daughters were borp to:

Mrs. Ivan R. Bachman of Roa-
noke, Friday p. m.

Mrs. Richard Little, 511 Park
Ave., Friday p. m.

Mrs. Chris W. Knapp of Deer
Creek, Saturday a.m.

Mrs., James D. Theobald, 107
Moushon Dr., East Peorig, Sat-
urday a. m. >

Mrs. Robert C. Kendall, 4517
Hamilton Rd., Saturday a. m.
Sons were born to:
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